


Rogue Valley Food System Timeline

2006

Oregon Food Bank 🡪

Community Food 

Assessment & 

Training (Thrive)

Jefferson Funders Forum 

Meeting (ACCESS/Thrive)

The Great 

Recession

022007

“Meet Your Farmer” Barn 

Dance (CSA Fair)

2008/2009

Jefferson Funders 

& ACCESS/Thrive 

join for 

Hunger/Food 

Summits

MMT joins local 

meeting of 

funders

MMT Study identified:

• 11 organizations engaged in the state

• 32 community or regional 

organizations (not including food 

banks)

2010

Jefferson Funders & 

ACCESS/Thrive join 

networking

Nutrition Strategic 

Plan (LMF)

Food Collection
Food Distribution

Nutrition Education

Bigger Picture Issues

Candice Barston – OCF
Polly Willams – CF

Phillip Yates

Wendy Siporen
Shelly Elkovich

Janen Whaley
Tracy Goodrich

Garland Arnaud

2011

ACCESS / Thrive 

apply for 

Community Food 

Assessment Funding 

from MMT

People: 

Stu O’Neill

MMT - $50,000

Elwood Foundation

- $25,000

To support Thrive 

participation

RVF2S 

forms

• Sharon Thornberry 

donates FEAST 

events(in-kind OFB)

• Thrive/ACCESS/Elwoo

d interview RARE 
person

2012

Themes Across the Food System:

• Community gardening and education

• SNAP incentive programs

• Community system for extra food
• Community meal sites

• Local food markets
• Equipment share

• Access to capital for farmers

• Awareness among government
• Agrotourism

• Networking
• Strengthen food assistance

• Land-use planning

• Youth involvement 

JACKSON COUNTY 
Community Food 

Assessment 

Planning Process
(2011-2013)

JOSEPHINE COUNTY 
Food Assessment 

Plan(UCAN staff/GEF 

intern)

People: 

Hannah 

Ancel hired

FEASTS 

• Applegate Valley – March 

11

• Phoenix/Talent – April 14

• Upper Rogue – April 28
• Ashland – May 12

• Grants Pass – April 26

Community Food Conversations 

• Jacksonville – March 13

• Rogue River/Gold Hill – April 24

• East Medford – June 19

• West Medford – June 21
• Central Point – June 26

2013

MMT - $220,000 for 

Food Systems 

Implementation

Steering 

Committee 

Formed

RV Food 

Summit:

Rogue River

2014

Action Plan Created: 

Establish Strategic Plan 

& Meeting Structure

Jackson Co. 

Fair Food 

Installation

State-wide 

Community 

Food Systems 

Planning 

Meeting
People: 

Maud 

Powell
• Healthy Corner 

Store Initiative 

• Cooking Skills 

Education

2015

1000 Friends of 

Oregon created 

“Food Systems” 

program (Greg –

director)

Growers 

Economic 

Assessment 

• Food System 

Mapping

• SNAP Incentive

• Local Market 

Development –
ROGUE VALLEY 

GROWN

2016

People: 

Sara Runkel

ACCESS 

awarded USDA 

Community 

Food Grant

People: 

Regan hired

Public  Forums:

• Planning for 

the Future 

of Ag in RV

• Food Hubs: 
Gaining 

Local 

Moment in a 

National 

Movement



2017

RVFSN jointly 

hosts BBB w/ 

Thrive

OCSFN state-wide 

WHOLESALE TOUR

RVSFN become 

501c3 (merged with 

Thrive)

Working Group:

Cannabis & Impact on 

RVFS 

Public Forum: 

Cannabis and the 
Food System

2018

People: 

Tyson Fehrman

Sheila Foster 

Rhianna Sims

RVFSN hosts 

BBB & 

publishes 

RFG

People: 

Rachael Ward

Maggie Gartman

Inaugural 

Rogue Valley 

Farm Tour

People: 

Alison Hensley 

Sexauer hired as 

3rd coordinator

City of Ashland 

Grant

New website 

launch, FB, 

Instagram, and 

Newsletter brand 

cohesion

March-April 

15th Annual 

RFG

OSU Small Farms 

Conference

OCFSN Convening

June - BBB

RVFSN yearly 

operational 

budget

People: 

Momone hired as 

ACCESS CFSC

Community 

Food Systems 

Leadership 

Training

Jo Co. FEAST 

grant 

received

Updated 

council 

members 

handbook

Create 

Sponsorship 

Opportunity 

Brochure 

RARE member 

with Gordon 

Elwood and 

Leightman Maxey 

Foundations

COVID-19 

Pandemic  
OFB sponsored 

RARE member

Communication

s Specialist -

Georgia Julius 

Jo Co 

FEAST

SW OR Food 

Hub Feasibility 

Study

Implementation 

Team/Southern 
Oregon Food 

Alliance

2021

Jx Co FEAST w/ 

OCDC & SOREC

Silent Auction

RV Farm Tour

Strategic 

planning process: 

3 year strategic 

plan

Awarded 

SCBG; 3 

years of 

funding
Awarded 

ROI w/ AGA

2019

2020 2022

Farm to 

Restaurant 

Listening Session 

in Grants Pass

RVFSN/RVF2S 

producer 

procurement 

gathering

New to the council: 

Elizabeth Tobey, 

Brook Colley, Kim 

Freeze, Jaimie 

Griffin, and Doug 
Lofdahl

Alison 

promoted to 

ED

Community 

food assessment 

process begins

Brews, 

Bluegrass, 

and BBQ!

Rogue Valley 

Farm Tour

2023

Ella Burke, 

RARE 

member,  

onboarded for 

Community 
Food 

Assessment

CFA Phase 1 

and funders: 

All Care, 

Jackson Care 

Connect, OSU 
Extension

CFA Phase 2 and key funders:

Alumbra Foundation, 

Roundhouse  Foundation, SOU 

institute for applied 

sustainability, and
Gordon Elwood Foundation Hired: 

Food and 

Farm 

Resource 

Manager and 
Community 

Engagement 

Coordinator, 

NVA

Fiscal Sponsorship of 

Josephine County 

Farm Collective and 

Community Compost 

Coalition

Wholesale 

List

Southern 

Oregon Food 

Alliance –

OCFSN 

Gathering



What word or words come to mind when you 

hear the term “Food System”?

PollEv.com​/cuteautumn024

https://pollev.com/cuteautumn024


Identity Crisis: From Council to Non Profit







What is the current funding landscape of food systems?

Food System Sectors:

1. Environment and Natural Resources 

2. Agricultural Production 

3. Consumer Demand and Marketing 

4. Nutrition and Health

5. Food Security and Access

6. Food Systems Emergency Preparedness and 

Resiliency 

7. Food Waste Management

Overarching Themes:

1. Community Health and Resilience

2. Environmental Health and Resilience 

3. Economic Viability 

Food Systems Issues that weave through all areas:

1. Infrastructure

2. Labor and Employment 

3. Education, Advocacy, Policy

4. Capital and Funding 



Reflections?





Maximizing Impact Through 

Collaboration

“Individually, we are one drop. 

Together, we are an ocean.” 

― Ryunosuke Satoro







Community Food Assessment Steering Committee 

Alison Sexauer, RVFSN

Abigail Blinn, RVFSN

Ella Burke, RVFSN

Sam Engel, AllCare 

Vincent Smith, Southern Oregon 

University
Greg Holmes, 1000 Friends of Oregon

Marcee Champion, ACCESS

Nancy McKinnis,
Jackson Care Connect

Elaine Blatt, 
DEQ 

Gabrielle 
Hobbs, 

DEQ  

Josephine Sze, 
Josephine County Food 

Bank

Megan Fehrman, 
A Greater Applegate

Cheryl Kirk, 
OSU Extension

Talia Mattias, 
United Way of Jackson County

Steering Committee 
members that are also on 

RVFSN Council:













What do we do?





RVFSN’s monthly food and farming newsletter



Wholesale List







Five Stories from the Field



Seeds Farmers and Food Security 







Healthcare and Farmers 





Food Waste Recovery, Farmers and 

Community building 





Hyper Local Food Systems and 

Rural Economic Development





Food Security, Regenerative Farming,and 

Farmer Training





















What word or words come to mind when you 

hear the term “Food System”?

PollEv.com​/cuteautumn024

https://pollev.com/cuteautumn024


THANK YOU! 
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